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Cowboy Versus Samurai tackles

thorny raCial issues Damian Francis Wagner

But does it with humor and heart The 39 Steps at the Guthrie
Hitchcock spoof makes all the right moves

By Ed Huyck Wednesday, Nov 17 2010 Comments (2) A A
) - ) Blue Phoenix Circus Troupe: Cabaret Zirkus
At the center of Michael Golamco's Cowboy Versus Samurai is a thorny question: What role

. . 'Tis a Pity She's a Whore
should race play in matters of the heart? Here we have a Cyrano de Bergerac-inspired love Y

A Christmas Story at the CTC serves up heaps of

holiday memories
of the characters. This Mu Performing Arts revival finds a winning combination of humor and Ralphie and his bunny costume continue to amuse us

triangle, except this time it isn't a protruding nose that is the impediment but the ancestry of one

heart that keeps the social and cultural politics as an intriguing undercurrent. More Most Emailed >>
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Only two Asian Americans live in Breakneck,
Wyoming: Travis, an English teacher who fled
Los Angeles for the peace and quiet of rural

America, and Chester, a militant young man

who grew up in the town and is desperate to

escape. The turmoil? A third Asian American,

science teacher Veronica, moves into town.

Michal Daniel
Travis and Veronica hit it off, but any romance Kurt Kwan and Sun Mee Chomet are two sides of
a Cyrano-inspired love triangle
is stymied by her preference in men: She likes
them white. Enter good-hearted-but-dim townie '
e Details THRU MARCH 13, 2011

—and Travis's friend—Del, who does catch her COWBOY VERSUS SAMURAI
T Mu Performing Arts, at the Dowling Studio,

ye. Guthrie Theater, Through Nov. 28.

612.377.2224

For the most part, Golamco understands that -
drama and comedy are better ways to explore Related Content SIgn
these issues onstage than a straight-up lecture. Who Dosed the Kimchi? enter email
In the first few moments of the play, it feels as if May 24, 2006
a lecture may be coming our way, but it turns Hereafter directed by Clint Eastwood

October 20, 2010

out that the monologue directed to the audience
Clint Eastwood tackles Mandela and the

is actually a letter written to Veronica, signed by hereafter I
December 30, 2009 Slideshows

Del but written by Travis.
A Christmas Carol

at Guthrie Theater:
A preview

Theater Spotlight: The Velvet Rut
April 22, 2009

These letters serve not only as the engine of the B Teiie BiEeEEne) Feansiie, sae

Hmong writer

sto ut bring us deeper into Travis's
ry but bring P January 7, 2009

confusion. It's as if these anonymous missives

are the only way he can really speak to Veronica, More About
Scott West Art
Opening at
Tarnish and Gold

though they have plenty of interests in common

Chester Michael Golamco
and their shared Korean-American culture to

Kurt Kwan Cyrano de Bergerac

help as shorthand. In reality, it isn't Veronica's
Arts, Entertainment,

taste in men that keeps them apart, but Travis's and Media

own insecurities.

Foci glass blowers
throw costume

party

The relationships among the central trio make the story go, and the performers are more than up
to the task. None of the characters is perfect, and the actors seem to relish finding the comedy—
and pathos—in those flaws. Central here is Kurt Kwan's measured take on Travis. His character

remains sensible in the face of chaos (see Chester, below), but that even-handedness comes at a

price. For all his warmth, something seems dead inside, and Kwan keeps the pain, sometimes just .
More Slideshows >>

the briefest hint, right below the surface.

Sun Mee Chomet plays with similar divisions as Veronica. She has left New York for a clean
break in relationships, and her outward cheerfulness hides plenty of pain of her own. Meanwhile, M NN eapOI IS C I asSsS |f| ed S

John Catron's Del is all surface, a well-meaning young man who is inexperienced in love, and

buy, sell, trade (3,258) musician (805)
who discovers that it takes more than nice letters to woo the woman of his dreams.
rentals (1,788) jobs (3,136)
personals (106) adult entertainment (7,487)

All of this makes the play sound a lot heavier than it is. There's plenty of humor here, with jokes
made at the expense of all four characters, from Del's less-than-sterling intellect (he refers to

himself as a "dumb" more than once—that's right, as a noun) to Chester's oft-misguided

militancy in doing things like boycotting the only local grocery store because it doesn't carry tofu. ReStau rantS D Index

Chester is often played as a fool, a naive young man who doesn't know his specific Asian heritage.

Isolated in Wyoming, Chester has crafted his own heritage, built on comic books and kung fu < urran's Fam ly Hestaurant
CHEEAYS) View Ad | View Site

movies, especially those of Bruce Lee, whom he has deified. Sherwin Resurreccion plays it as he

should—as if he believes every bizarre pronouncement his character makes. Ichiban J apanese Steakhouse

View Ad | View Site

Through the play, Chester tries on different Asian identities. Those incidences are played mainly

for laughs (he sneaks around as a ninja in one scene), but they also help to illustrate the ot David Fong's
avid Fong's

SN View Ad | View Site

character's anger at his isolation and, like everyone else, loneliness. After all, this is a play set

amid the big, wide-open spaces of the American West. More than that, with only four characters, _

the desperate need for companions, friendship, and love are made all the sharper. Director Rand 2 Esquina (LaFonda) - TMP
P P ’ P, per. y s \riew Ad | View Site

Reyes plays this well, offering only occasional moments of close contact, whether intimacy or

anger, into the spaces that usually divide the characters. More >>

Ultimately, that's what Cowboy Versus Samurai is about. From the solitary iconic characters of

the title to evocations of Clint Eastwood's Man With No Name to the anonymity of feelings

expressed through letters signed by a person other than the writer, these are single people

longing to find a community, even if that village has a population of only two.

Find A Coupon

Show Comments (2)

_ Search by Category

Check out this week's featured ad for Restaurants Zip Code Keywords Search

e David Fong's

View Ad  View Website 10% off at Amu's Madras Cafe
/ ; Amu's Madras Cafe

More Ads >> 4920 Central Ave NE-
Columbia Heights, MN 55421

ﬁ” $10 off at Blink!
/" Blink

. 70_0 Washi_ngton Ave N #215
Write Your Comment Minneapolis, MN 55401

More Popular Coupons »

Restaraunt

|| Email Write to Print - E & i~
— 2| Editor S| Article b| D <5 E = BY

to Friend

* .
Your Name: * indicates required fields. Please enable browser cookies before filling

out this form. All reader comments are subject to our Terms of Use. By
clicking Add Comment, you acknowledge that you have reviewed and
agree to these Terms.

* Your E-mail:

SHARE THE WEALTH
Your City: Comments may take a few minutes to process and appear on the site. mms CUUPUNS

Please do not click the "Add Comment" button again while your
comment is being added.

* Comment:

Ads by 360

TODAY: iPads for
20 NS $123.747

= T Alert: iPads are being
= B Essdll auctioned on QuiBids.com
4

* Validation Code:
for 95% off today.

Look...

f

(The four characters are not case sensitive): Today Only: $14.27 50"
m, Samsung HDTV.

Los Angeles: New HDTV's,
iPads, Digital Cameras And
More For...

Explore now...

V - N
[ Add CommentJ.

M US|C User content provided by LikeMe.net +


http://oascentral.citypages.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.citypages.com/arts/L22/497729159/Top/TheVoice/cp_RFMoeller_033110_728_ROS/5612033.0.gif/544b624d53556d614b70414142466178?x
http://www.citypages.com/
http://www.citypages.com/services/50%20Reasons%20to%20love%20Minneapolis/St.%20Paul
http://www.citypages.com/2010-11-10/arts/fully-committed/
http://www.citypages.com/2010-11-10/arts/the-39-steps-at-the-guthrie/
http://blogs.citypages.com/dressingroom/2010/09/halloween_costu.php
http://www.citypages.com/2010-11-17/arts/cowboy-versus-samurai-tackles-thorny-racial-issues/#
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.citypages.com%2F2010-11-17%2Farts%2Fcowboy-versus-samurai-tackles-thorny-racial-issues&src=sp
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.citypages.com/2010-11-17/arts/cowboy-versus-samurai-tackles-thorny-racial-issues
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.citypages.com/2010-11-17/arts/cowboy-versus-samurai-tackles-thorny-racial-issues
http://tweetmeme.com/story/3090179257/
JavaScript:%20popup();
http://www.citypages.com/2010-11-17/arts/cowboy-versus-samurai-tackles-thorny-racial-issues/#comments
http://www.citypages.com/related/to/Chester
http://www.citypages.com/related/to/Michael+Golamco
http://www.citypages.com/related/to/Kurt+Kwan
http://www.citypages.com/related/to/Cyrano+de+Bergerac
http://www.citypages.com/related/to/Arts%2C+Entertainment%2C+and+Media
http://www.citypages.com/photoGallery/index/1673887/0
http://www.citypages.com/2006-05-24/arts/who-dosed-the-kimchi/
http://www.citypages.com/2010-10-20/movies/hereafter-directed-by-clint-eastwood/
http://www.citypages.com/2009-12-30/news/clint-eastwood-tackles-mandela-and-the-hereafter/
http://www.citypages.com/2009-04-22/arts/theater-spotlight-the-velvet-rut/
http://blogs.citypages.com/blotter/2009/01/gran_torino_is.php
http://www.citypages.com/adIndex/
http://www.citypages.com/about/terms
http://buzz.yahoo.com/buzz?targetUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.citypages.com%2F2010-11-17%2Farts%2Fcowboy-versus-samurai-tackles-thorny-racial-issues
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.citypages.com/2010-11-17/arts/cowboy-versus-samurai-tackles-thorny-racial-issues
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.citypages.com/2010-11-17/arts/cowboy-versus-samurai-tackles-thorny-racial-issues
http://www.fark.com/cgi/submit.pl
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.citypages.com/2010-11-17/arts/cowboy-versus-samurai-tackles-thorny-racial-issues
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.citypages.com/2010-11-17/arts/cowboy-versus-samurai-tackles-thorny-racial-issues
http://www.twitter.com/citypages
http://www.citypages.com/syndication/issue/
http://www.likeme.net/
http://www.citypages.com/authors/ed-huyck
http://www.citypages.com/related/to/Michael+Golamco
http://www.citypages.com/related/to/Cyrano+de+Bergerac
http://www.citypages.com/related/to/Wyoming
http://www.citypages.com/related/to/Chester
http://www.citypages.com/related/to/Kurt+Kwan
http://www.citypages.com/related/to/John+Catron
http://www.citypages.com/related/to/Bruce+Lee
http://www.citypages.com/related/to/Sherwin+Resurreccion
http://www.citypages.com/related/to/Randy+Reyes
http://www.citypages.com/related/to/Clint+Eastwood
http://www.citypages.com/adIndex/david-fongs-tmp-51750/
http://www.citypages.com/adIndex/david-fongs-tmp-51750/1063901/
http://www.citypages.com/adIndex/viewsite/1063901
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
http://coupons.citypages.com/minneapolis/deals/?offer_id=13307
http://coupons.citypages.com/minneapolis/deals/?offer_id=13692
http://coupons.citypages.com/minneapolis/deals/
http://www.citypages.com/2010-11-03/calendar/damian-francis-wagner/
http://www.citypages.com/2010-11-10/arts/the-39-steps-at-the-guthrie/
http://www.citypages.com/2010-11-10/calendar/blue-phoenix-circus-troupe-cabaret-zirkus/
http://www.citypages.com/2010-11-17/arts/tis-a-pity-she-s-a-whore/
http://www.citypages.com/2010-11-24/arts/a-christmas-story-at-the-ctc-serves-up-heaps-of-holiday-memories/
http://www.citypages.com/most/emailed/1/
http://oascentral.citypages.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.citypages.com/arts/L22/1549761989/Middle/TheVoice/ocw_OCMA-Biennial_101210_300_ROS/5459667.0.1.jpg/544b624d53556d614b70414142466178?x
http://www.citypages.com/slideshow/a-christmas-carol-at-guthrie-theater-a-preview-31901587/
http://www.citypages.com/slideshow/scott-west-art-opening-at-tarnish-and-gold-31789728/
http://www.citypages.com/slideshow/foci-glass-blowers-throw-costume-party-31723992/
http://www.citypages.com/slideshow/index
http://citypages.backpage.com/
http://www.citypages.com/adIndex/category/restaurants-103
http://www.citypages.com/locations/ad/152825/1019669/tower
http://www.citypages.com/adIndex/viewsite/1019669/tower
http://www.citypages.com/locations/ad/152865/1019814/tower
http://www.citypages.com/adIndex/viewsite/1019814/tower
http://www.citypages.com/locations/ad/151910/1019674/tower
http://www.citypages.com/adIndex/viewsite/1019674/tower
http://www.citypages.com/adIndex/esquina-lafonda-tmp-66515/1063934/tower
http://www.citypages.com/adIndex/viewsite/1063934/tower
http://www.citypages.com/adIndex
http://www.citypages.com/adIndex/viewsite/993028/tower
http://coupons.citypages.com/minneapolis/deals/
http://citypages.backpage.com/buyselltrade/
http://citypages.backpage.com/musician/
http://citypages.backpage.com/rentals/
http://citypages.backpage.com/employment/
http://citypages.backpage.com/personals/
http://citypages.backpage.com/adult/
http://click.pulse360.com/cgi-bin/clickthrough.cgi?db=context&position=7001&tid=bhnibpngbmnkbhnhbpngzk&eid=1&id=92477260&creative=355489&query=news%3Apremium%20image%20image&clickid=92493547&tz=US&UNQ=00000129064119004615616000000106054057&value=CQ3DBW7O4D3I6&origvalue=VFD6TD47IGO6Y&cgroup=villagevoice_image_300x600
http://click.pulse360.com/cgi-bin/clickthrough.cgi?db=context&position=7001&tid=bhnibpngbmnkbhnhbpngzk&eid=1&id=92477260&creative=355489&query=news%3Apremium%20image%20image&clickid=92493547&tz=US&UNQ=00000129064119004615616000000106054057&value=CQ3DBW7O4D3I6&origvalue=VFD6TD47IGO6Y&cgroup=villagevoice_image_300x600
http://click.pulse360.com/cgi-bin/clickthrough.cgi?db=context&position=7002&tid=bhnibpngbmnkbhnhbpngzz&eid=1&id=92670531&creative=383912&query=news%3Apremium%20image%20image&clickid=92493547&tz=US&UNQ=00000129064119004615616000000106054057&value=A3OSKPQLK27N6&origvalue=A3OSKPQLK27N6&cgroup=villagevoice_image_300x600
http://click.pulse360.com/cgi-bin/clickthrough.cgi?db=context&position=7002&tid=bhnibpngbmnkbhnhbpngzz&eid=1&id=92670531&creative=383912&query=news%3Apremium%20image%20image&clickid=92493547&tz=US&UNQ=00000129064119004615616000000106054057&value=A3OSKPQLK27N6&origvalue=A3OSKPQLK27N6&cgroup=villagevoice_image_300x600
http://click.pulse360.com/cgi-bin/clickthrough.cgi?db=context&position=7003&tid=bhnibpngbmnkbhnhbpngza&eid=1&id=92495769&creative=399275&query=news%3Apremium%20image%20image&clickid=92493547&tz=US&UNQ=00000129064119004615616000000106054057&value=HHPEL4IPEWDGW&origvalue=HHPEL4IPEWDGW&cgroup=villagevoice_image_300x600
http://www.wunderground.com/auto/citypages/MN/Minneapolis.html
http://www.citypages.com/news/wire
http://www.citypages.com/mostPopular
http://www.citypages.com/about/help
http://blogs.citypages.com/
http://www.citypages.com/columns/
http://www.citypages.com/bestof/
http://www.citypages.com/directory/club/
http://www.citypages.com/search/archive_search/
http://www.citypages.com/likeme/signup
http://www.citypages.com/promotions/
http://coupons.citypages.com/minneapolis/deals/
http://www.citypages.com/news/
http://www.citypages.com/music/
http://www.citypages.com/calendar/
http://www.citypages.com/restaurants/
http://www.citypages.com/2010-11-17/arts/cowboy-versus-samurai-tackles-thorny-racial-issues/#
http://www.citypages.com/arts/
http://www.citypages.com/movies/
http://www.citypages.com/adIndex/
http://citypages.backpage.com/

