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‘Zero' in adolescent pain, goofy charm

REVIEW | Golamco captures quest of immigrant kids to
just fit in

September 23, 2009
BY HEDY WEISS Theater Critic/hweiss@suntimes.com

You don't have to be Hamlet to talk to a skull. No, you can be Vuthy
Vichea, the bespectacled, cereal-munching, graphic novel-obsessed, 16-
year-old, Cambodian-American boy who lives in Long Beach, Calif., and is
the central character in Michael Golamco's often surprisingly funny,
invariably touching play, "Year Zero."

Now in a beguiling world premiere at the Victory Gardens Biograph
Theater, the play, expertly directed by Andrea J. Dymond, is both the
inaugural production of the theater's comfortable and inviting 120-seat
upstairs studio space, as well as one of the two top picks (from 120
entries) in its new Ignition project, a competition designed to showcase the
work of gifted writers of color under the age of 40.

Golamco, who grew up in the Bay
Area, is of Filipino and Chinese
heritage, and his plays and
screenplays already have established
him as a talent to watch. "Year Zero"
suggests he is a whole lot more than
"promising."

» Click to enlarge image

But back to Vuthy (played by Joyee
Lin with a perfect mix of adolescent
pain and goofy charm). His mother, a
fiercely determined "survivor" of the
Cambodian genocide of the 1970s,
has just died. And his over-protective,
med school-directed sister, Ra
(Jennifer Shin, the wonderfully intense
actress who starred so memorably in
"The Intelligent Design of Jenny
Chow"), has just swooped in from
Berkeley to take charge.

= ;, I
Joyee Lin (left) is Vuthy and
Jennifer Shin portrays his sister
Ra in the world premiere of

"Year Zero" at Victory Gardens.

'YEAR ZERO'
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

When: Through Oct. 18

Meanwhile, Vuthy's neighbor, Han,
"the tallest Cambodian man" (played
by Tim Chiou, a very polished, easily
sexy actor), has just gotten out of
prison, and is hell-bent on playing
older brother to the boy. Ra still has
an enduring case of the hots for this
dangerous guy, but her yuppie
Chinese boyfriend, Glenn (Allan Aquino is ideal), is determined to hold on
to her, and to forge a bond with her kid brother.

Where: Victory Gardens Biograph
Theater, 2433 N. Lincoln

Tickets: $37-%$48
Phone: (773) 871-3000

And oh yes, there are the Samoan immigrant kids at Vuthy's high school
who live to beat him up.

Golamco captures the emotionally complex lives of children of survivors
who never quite feel "worthy," the often half-revealed stories of their
parents, and the lure (and price) of assimilation.

The play might benefit from a trim, but it is filled with so many intimate,
beautifully written scenes, and is so bursting with heart, that you can
forgive its excesses. In fact, it's worth the price of admission just to catch
that moment when Vuthy jumps into Han's arms.

RELATED BLOG POSTS

* Best season in Big Brother history? Big Brother 11?
From Racedriven.com by Brian

# Third Time is a Charm
From Do You Dave Ramsey?

PowereD &Y M- BlogBurst

The views expressed in these blog posts
are those of the author and not of the Chicago Sun-Times.

POWERED EBY o3 Plucia

READER COMMENTS:

You must be logged in to leave a comment. Login | Register

Submit

POWERED BY g Plucia

Compare Top CD Rates

Super Cheap Car Insurance Quotes

MARSHALL
CRENSHAW

Fri., Sept. 25, 8 p.m.

Classifieds Place an Ad

B mortgag

services

FREECD

First 10 tickot buyers

Use coupon code COo

Cars

Degrees Pets

Banking's sweet spot

TARP creating jobs
Teaching: Stimulus jobs
Find a job with Monster
Employers: Post an ad

Search: LAII Locatior L' Keywords: | m

Advanced search | Industries | Commute | Job Clips

TOP STORIES ::

NEWS
Kelly fallout: Girlfriend
considering legal action

BUSINESS
IRS challenge to Cubs sale
might add to Trib's liability

SPORTS
Cubs' Bradley just the latest
angry, oddball athlete

ENTERTAINMENT
'Eastwick’' tumbles under
copycat spell

LIFESTYLES
Knives out: How to stock your
first kitchen

suresmile

Articles provided by: mnfestylo

Secret of avocado oil can make

you look younger

Get a degree with stimulus money

8 Your source for senior discounts

on cruises

Search CDs from 100s of Banks Plus
News, Tips,
www.Bankrate.com

Online - Rates from $15
USInsuranceOnline.com

Get Discount Auto Insurance Quotes

Super Cheap Home Insurance

Get Discount Homeowners Insurance

Online - Rates from $20
Discount-Home-Insurance.org

Ads by Yahoo!

suntimes.com: Send feedback | Contact Us | About Us | Advertise With Us | Media Kit | Make Us Your Home Page

Chicago Sun-Times: Subscribe | Customer Service | Reader Rewards | Easy Pay | e-paper | Online Photo Store
Affiliates: YourSeason.com | RogerEbert.com | SearchChicago - Autos | SearchChicago - Degrees | SearchChicago - Homes | Chicago Area Jobs | Public Record Search | Centerstage | North Shore
Magazine
Express Links: Obituaries | Death Notices | Sudoku | Crossword | TV Listings | Blogs | Video | Yellow Pages | Horoscopes | Letters | Commentary | Lottery | Eating In | Restaurant Reviews Partner:
nbcchicago.com | BlockShopper.com

{J BOOKMARK o™ ¥ &

© Copyright 2009 Digital Chicago, Inc. | Terms of Use ¢ Privacy Policy * Submission Guidelines * About Our Ads

Online Six Sigma Training

DON’T Pay for White Teeth z
Earn Six Sigma Master Certificate From g

Learn the trick discovered by a mom to



http://classifieds.suntimes.com/
http://searchchicago.suntimes.com/autos/
http://searchchicago.suntimes.com/homes/
http://www.suntimes.com/monster/
http://pets.suntimes.com/
http://classifieds.suntimes.com/
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=162a0g0qb/M=600320919.600328746.403806347.403257730/D=ncentart/S=2022776600:N/Y=PARTNER_US/L=acf8884e-a850-11de-afef-1742f790419f/B=6IGTAGKID4o-/J=1253717532061796/K=iXCeiHErZI1.rx_s30eaRg/EXP=1253724732/A=1734335054682515056/R=0/X=2/SIG=10o0hf89m/*http://www.dom.edu/pac
http://www.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/news/weather/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/community/register/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/community/faq/index.html
javascript:gSLAuthProxy.__Render('/Authentication/Login.rails');
http://www.suntimes.com/community/register/index.html?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.suntimes.com%2Fentertainment%2Fweiss%2F1784674%2CCST-FTR-Weiss23.article
http://oascentral.travelzoo.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/ChicagoSun-Times/page3/L22/L22/1286842213/x91/TZOO/657586-3-38up--Last-MinuteFlight/creative.html/544b624d53556f4d70716b41426a566d
http://www.travelzoo.com/info/network/
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/weiss/index.html
mailto:hweiss@suntimes.com
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/weiss/31710,bio-weiss.static
http://blogs.suntimes.com/derogatis
http://blogs.suntimes.com/bookroom/
http://blogs.suntimes.com/ourtown
http://blogs.suntimes.com/tv/
http://centerstagechicago.com/
http://centerstagechicago.com/theatre/shows/styles/comedy.html
http://centerstagechicago.com/theatre/shows/styles/dance.html
http://centerstagechicago.com/festival/aFestGuide.cfm
http://centerstagechicago.com/film/cinemas/directory/
http://centerstagechicago.com/theatre/shows/styles/kids.html
http://centerstagechicago.com/art/galleries/directory/
http://centerstagechicago.com/other/styles/museums.html
http://centerstagechicago.com/events/music/date/
http://centerstagechicago.com/love/
http://centerstagechicago.com/festival/
http://centerstagechicago.com/theatre/shows/
http://centerstagechicago.com/other/styles/tours.html
http://centerstagechicago.com/other/styles/zoos.html
http://centerstagechicago.com/contact/contactus.cfm
http://centerstagechicago.com/
http://centerstagechicago.com/events/
http://centerstagechicago.com/patronreviews/recentreviews.cfm
http://centerstagechicago.com/bars/
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/archive/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/books/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/dining/index.html
http://suntimes.grubhub.com/
http://www.rogerebert.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/galleries/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/gaming/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/music/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/movies/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/people/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/stage/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/sudoku/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/television/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/tvguide/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/videogames/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/weekend/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/derogatis/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/dining/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/pearlman/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/weiss/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/wiser/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/zwecker/index.html
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/my/atm/Chicago%20Sun-Times/Chicago%20Sun-Times%20entertainment/*http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http%3A//www.suntimes.com/rss/entertainment/index.xml
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://www.blogburst.com/
http://sitelife.suntimes.com/ver1.0/Comment/CommentsFrame?sid=sitelife.suntimes.com&plckTargetTitle='Zero'+in+adolescent+pain%2c+goofy+charm&plckTargetUrl=http%3a%2f%2fwww.suntimes.com%2fentertainment%2fweiss%2f1784674%2cCST-FTR-Weiss23.article&plckTargetKey=1784674%2cCST-FTR-Weiss23&plckTargetKeyType=ExternalResource&plckRedirectToUrl=http%3a%2f%2fwww.suntimes.com%2fentertainment%2fweiss%2f1784674%2cCST-FTR-Weiss23.article#
http://sitelife.suntimes.com/ver1.0/Comment/CommentsFrame?sid=sitelife.suntimes.com&plckTargetTitle='Zero'+in+adolescent+pain%2c+goofy+charm&plckTargetUrl=http%3a%2f%2fwww.suntimes.com%2fentertainment%2fweiss%2f1784674%2cCST-FTR-Weiss23.article&plckTargetKey=1784674%2cCST-FTR-Weiss23&plckTargetKeyType=ExternalResource&plckRedirectToUrl=http%3a%2f%2fwww.suntimes.com%2fentertainment%2fweiss%2f1784674%2cCST-FTR-Weiss23.article#
http://www.pluck.com/
http://www.pluck.com/
http://info.yahoo.com/services/us/yahoo/ads/details.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/weiss/1784674,CST-FTR-Weiss23.article#
javascript:dc_popup_win('http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/weiss/1784674,CST-FTR-Weiss23.emailstory','popuppoll','toolbar=yes,location=yes,directories=yes,status=yes,%20width=700,%20height=700,menubar=yes,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes')
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://buzz.yahoo.com/buzz?targetUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.suntimes.com%2Fentertainment%2Fweiss%2F1784674%2CCST-FTR-Weiss23.article
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/weiss/1784674,CST-FTR-Weiss23.article#Comments_Container
mailto:hweiss@suntimes.com
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/blogentries/index.html?bbPostId=B3qYOUgZJTBaCzEQ7LpJFfBFmBArKwl5CdETBBBUSiZgMkuIo&bbParentWidgetId=B8wrmCBWsa0az3tnIdOjJ0dD
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/blogentries/index.html?bbPostId=Cz5dre4H5NZSECzDTvuJSuIqImCz2AdkJDmhvN7Cz2VJRZZtEQEA&bbParentWidgetId=B8wrmCBWsa0az3tnIdOjJ0dD
http://www.suntimes.com/subscribe
http://www.suntimes.com/subscribe
http://www.suntimes.com/pcds/easypay/
http://suntimes.com/epaper
http://www.suntimes.com/pcds/rewards/
http://www.suntimes.com/service
http://www.suntimes.com/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/news/metro/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/news/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/news/commentary/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/sports/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/business/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/index.html
http://classifieds.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/columnists/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/video
http://www.suntimes.com/lifestyles/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/health/index.html
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/lifestyles/travel/index.html
http://blogs.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/rss/
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/feedback/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/contactst.static
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/mediakit/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/mediakit/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/aboutus/make_homepage.static
https://register.suntimesnewsgroup.com/clickshare/addAccountDelivery.do
http://www.suntimes.com/service/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/pcds/rewards/
https://register.suntimesnewsgroup.com/clickshare/addAccountEzPay.do
http://www.suntimes.com/epaper
http://pictopia.com/perl/gal?gallery_id=4208&sequencenum=0&provider_id=41&process=gallery&page=
http://yourseason.suntimes.com/
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/
http://searchchicago.suntimes.com/autos
http://degrees.searchchicago.suntimes.com/
http://searchchicago.suntimes.com/homes
http://www.suntimes.com/monster
http://consumer.public-record.com/suntimes/
http://centerstagechicago.com/
http://www.northshoremag.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/news/obituaries/index.html
http://legacy.suntimes.com/obituaries/ChicagoSunTimes/
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/sudoku/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/lifestyles/crossword/index.html
javascript:;
http://blogs.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/video
http://www.suntimes.com/yellowpages/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/lifestyles/horoscopes/
http://www.suntimes.com/news/commentary/letters/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/news/commentary/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/lifestyles/lottery/index.html
http://suntimes.grubhub.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/dining/index.html
http://www.nbcchicago.com/
http://chicago.blockshopper.com/
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/terms.stng
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/privacy.stng
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/submissions.stng
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/privacy.static#yahoo
http://click.pulse360.com/cgi-bin/clickthrough.cgi?db=context&position=7001&tid=bhniblnjbnnhbnnlbjnjzl&eid=1&id=91987830&creative=217649&query=general%20network%3A(general)&clickid=91446404&tz=US&UNQ=00000125371753364311236000000106055055&value=R5LJBESSVRVVM&cgroup=suntimes_120x600
http://click.pulse360.com/cgi-bin/clickthrough.cgi?db=context&position=7002&tid=bhniblnjbnnhbnnlbjnjzt&eid=1&id=92187357&creative=214407&query=general%20network%3A(general)&clickid=91446404&tz=US&UNQ=00000125371753364311236000000106055055&value=43655OUW5BKWG&cgroup=suntimes_120x600
http://click.pulse360.com/cgi-bin/clickthrough.cgi?db=context&position=7003&tid=bhniblnjbnnhbnnlbjnjzm&eid=1&id=92091437&creative=209722&query=general%20network%3A(general)&clickid=91446404&tz=US&UNQ=00000125371753364311236000000106055055&value=R6H5UGYZLTZ5K&cgroup=suntimes_120x600
http://click.pulse360.com/cgi-bin/clickthrough.cgi?db=context&position=7004&tid=bhniblnjbnnhbnnlbjnjzm&eid=1&id=92071882&creative=217398&query=general%20network%3A(general)&clickid=91446404&tz=US&UNQ=00000125371753364311236000000106055055&value=HSC5QDPEZHNSU&cgroup=suntimes_120x600
https://ads.pulse360.com/advertisers.html?refid=91446404
http://www.suntimes.com/monster/industry/banking-real-estate/1761393,banking_mortgages090909.article
http://www.suntimes.com/monster/industry/banking-real-estate/1761393,banking_mortgages090909.article
https://edit.stngweb.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/monster/industry/education-training/1679167,education122.article
http://www.suntimes.com/monster/
http://hiring.suntimes.monster.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/news/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/news/1785524,CST-NWS-SNEED23.article
http://www.suntimes.com/business/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/business/1785286,CST-FIN-cubs23.article
http://www.suntimes.com/sports/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/sports/1785551,CST-SPT-rick23.article
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/1784622,CST-FTR-paige23.article
http://www.suntimes.com/lifestyles/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/lifestyles/1784473,FOO-News-first23.article
http://www.suntimes.com/adfusion/index.html?UserFeedGuid=3b602bca-75d2-4b1d-ab83-1e02d6fb8aa7&ArticleId=2327&ComboId=6275&title=Secret-of-avocado-oil-can-make-you-look-younger
http://www.suntimes.com/adfusion/index.html?UserFeedGuid=3b602bca-75d2-4b1d-ab83-1e02d6fb8aa7&ArticleId=2327&ComboId=6275&title=Secret-of-avocado-oil-can-make-you-look-younger
http://www.suntimes.com/adfusion/index.html?UserFeedGuid=3b602bca-75d2-4b1d-ab83-1e02d6fb8aa7&ArticleId=1960&ComboId=2761&title=Get-a-degree-with-stimulus-money
http://www.suntimes.com/adfusion/index.html?UserFeedGuid=3b602bca-75d2-4b1d-ab83-1e02d6fb8aa7&ArticleId=1960&ComboId=2761&title=Get-a-degree-with-stimulus-money
http://www.suntimes.com/adfusion/index.html?UserFeedGuid=3b602bca-75d2-4b1d-ab83-1e02d6fb8aa7&ArticleId=2023&ComboId=3421&title=Your-source-for-senior-discounts-on-cruises
http://www.suntimes.com/adfusion/index.html?UserFeedGuid=3b602bca-75d2-4b1d-ab83-1e02d6fb8aa7&ArticleId=2023&ComboId=3421&title=Your-source-for-senior-discounts-on-cruises
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=165ibauo1/M=600317060.600324706.403773167.403796373/D=ncentart/S=2022776600:LREC/Y=PARTNER_US/L=acf8884e-a850-11de-afef-1742f790419f/B=54GTAGKID4o-/J=1253717532061796/K=iXCeiHErZI1.rx_s30eaRg/EXP=1253724732/A=1734192547667629595/R=0/X=2/SIG=11tgufgqq/*http://www.northshorecenter.org/calendar2.cfm?event_id=1320
http://suntimes.monster.com/search.aspx?cid=192
http://www.suntimes.com/monster/industry/index.html?cid=192
http://www.suntimes.com/monster/commute/index.html?cid=192
http://www.suntimes.com/monster/job-clips/index.html?cid=192
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/weiss/1784674,CST-FTR-Weiss23.article#fragment-2
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/weiss/1784674,CST-FTR-Weiss23.article#fragment-3
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/weiss/1784674,CST-FTR-Weiss23.article#fragment-4
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/weiss/1784674,CST-FTR-Weiss23.article#fragment-5
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/weiss/1784674,CST-FTR-Weiss23.article#fragment-6
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/weiss/1784674,CST-FTR-Weiss23.article#fragment-7
javascript:dc_popup_win('http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/weiss/1784598,092309weiss.fullimage',%20'fullimage',%20'toolbar=no,location=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=no,resizable=no,width=650,height=650')
javascript:dc_popup_win('http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/weiss/1784598,092309weiss.fullimage',%20'fullimage',%20'toolbar=no,location=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=no,resizable=no,width=650,height=650')
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/weiss/1784674,CST-FTR-Weiss23.article#fragment-1

